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Grace Presbyterian Church               March 7, 2021 

Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25,            Lent III, Holy Communion  

John 2:13-22 

"Self-Denial: What to do when Jesus offends you…” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

As we come to Jesus’ table today, we all come with the baggage of our lives, 

ourselves, our relationships. We take a moment to lay all that down, at the 

feet of Jesus, and concentrate on our relationship with Him. Many of us 

come with a long track record of knowing the Lord. We can remember, I 

hope, the earliest times we gave our lives to the Lord. Even if you remember 

from the very beginning of your memories, that you gave yourself to Jesus, 

and He to you, I hope you can remember the beginning of that time where 

you committed yourself to Him for life without reserve. If you have never 

done this before, do so this morning at His Table. I remember the teens in 

my high school inviting me to a home Bible study where we studied some 

minor prophet or something. I don’t remember the study, but I remember the 

love shown me by those teenage friends. They cared for me, even though I 

was loud and crude, even at Bible study. They introduced me to a 

relationship with Jesus that would change me life. They told me He wanted 

to be in my life 24/7 and that it was not a church decision, not just a Sunday 

decision, but a personal life long decision. So I accepted His love, I turned 

from my sins, I gave my life to Him as Lord and Saviour, and later made a 

public profession of faith in a large Presbyterian church in Northern 

California in a city named Walnut Creek, where most of those teens went to 

church. 

 

This is not to say I was unchurched before that. I had grown up in a high 

Anglican church in Southern California at a church called St. Edmund’s. I 

had experienced worship, had been to many Sunday school sessions. I had 

agreed to be an acolyte, that is, a candle lighter and a crucifer, that is, the 

person who holds the cross in the procession into the Sanctuary. For years, I 

had understood something of Christianity, but I had not understood the 

essential relational element of giving myself totally to Jesus. This is central. 

So if you have gone to church and heard about Jesus, it is so different to 

actually give yourself to Him. Just say, “I give myself to you. I turn from my 

sins. I choose to follow you as my Master, my Lord and the Saviour from 

my sins.” It is a simple prayer. It changes your life. But it is not the prayer or 

the exact words; it is the offering of yourself to Jesus. We come to Jesus’ 

table, and we know He has offered Himself to us. We come, offering 
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ourselves to Him, in response. Life is never the same once you have given 

yourself to Him and He to you. Now we hang on to His words as lifelines in 

this broken, fallen, sick world. He is Life itself. 

 

And John portrays Jesus as divine, as God the Son, obedient to the Father. 

Jesus is the Creator. He is on a mission in his earthly life to show people 

God. He moves into the neighbourhood.  

 

In the Gospel of John, chapter 2, Jesus begins his ministry at a wedding. It’s 

not where we expect to see Jesus, in the party atmosphere of the wedding 

reception in Cana. We don’t expect His mom to ask him to deal with the 

very practical problem of running out of wine at likely a large wedding. But 

she does. And He reminds her that his time has not yet come, already 

pointing ahead to the Cross, the focus of Jesus’ earthly ministry, the reason 

He comes. Meanwhile, Jesus does help at the wedding and does respond to 

his mom’s request. He tells the servants to bring the stone water jars 

originally used for providing water to wash hands that hold about 100 liters 

(20-30 gallons) of water. They bring six of these to him. Then He tells them 

to take a dipper from one of those stone jars and bring it to the Master of 

Ceremonies. And you know the story. The MC tastes the water which is now 

wine, and exclaims, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the 

cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have 

saved the best till now.” (John 2:10, NIV) This is the first of Jesus’ 

miraculous signs, revealing His glory.  

 

Everyone wants to be a part of this story, to be at the party at the wedding 

reception in Cana by Lake Galilee. You want to taste that wine, don’t you, if 

you could? You want to be there at that moment where Jesus adds six 

hundred liters of excellent wine to the party. Now remember the wedding 

reception may have lasted for days and for almost the whole town, lest you 

think that is too much wine. And don’t forget their wine was much more 

watered than ours, so it was not nearly as strong. But it nevertheless was a 

thrilling moment to be a follower of Jesus. The twelve were feeling pretty 

good about their choices to leave their employment, mostly as fisherman, 

and follow Jesus. How are you feeling about your choice to follow Jesus 

these days? Are there any regrets? Or second thoughts? Or is it wonderful all 

the time? 

 

You know the story that follows the wedding at Cana. It is Jesus arriving at 

the Temple. The account I just read. It is not as warm and fuzzy as the 
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wedding reception in Cana. It is quite the opposite. It is Jesus’ zeal for His 

Father’s house as the Temple that comes to the fore. I am sure the twelve 

experienced it as an angry outburst, violent in nature, using a whip of cords, 

driving out animals and people from the Temple area. You see that they 

were selling animals for the sacrifices at the Temple, and in order to buy the 

animal, you had to exchange your money for the Temple money, so there 

was likely a lot of usury in that exchange. 

 

It would be like setting up a boutique market on the front of the church and 

requiring you to buy something there at an exorbitant price, and you would 

have to trade your dollars for Gracious Coins before doing so at 25% percent 

exchange, and before you could go into worship you had to buy 

something…you can see why Jesus was upset. And it wasn’t the first time 

He was in the Temple. He was now about thirty years old. He had likely 

been to the Temple for Jewish Feasts for at least the last twenty years. He 

had seen this every year. He was certainly slow to anger. He was angry but 

did not sin. And He was rich in love, but it is not the gentle Jesus, meek and 

mild, that we hear in some of our hymns. This was the Old Testament 

prophet appearing, doing prophetic actions. It was offensive to many, 

certainly the religious leaders and those conducting business at the Temple. 

 

You can hear the sheep and cattle noises as they are scattered, the birds’ 

cages full of doves opened or broken. You can imagine and hear the tables 

being upturned and the sound of coins hitting the ground. It was certainly 

bedlam for a moment. Jesus cries out, “Get these out of here! How dare you 

turn my Father’s house in to a marketplace!” (John 2:16) 

 

The twelve remember the Scriptures in Psalm 69:9, “Zeal for your house 

will consume me” referring to David’s worship song about his own priority 

on worship and the place of worship. Others are not thinking about Scripture 

at all. They have likely called the Temple guards or someone to arrest Jesus, 

but it is not recorded, so all we have is their confronting him with “What 

miraculous sign can you show us to prove you have authority to do this?” 

(2:18) They had certainly heard about his ability to perform miracles, 

whether from Cana or elsewhere. 

 

Now Jesus told them if this Temple were destroyed, he would raise it again 

in three days. You see He is focused on His mission. He sees the cross years 

in advance. Do we see the Cross daily? Do we heed His call to follow Him 

daily? Of course they get it wrong, thinking He is talking about the literal, 
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physical Temple, which has been partially turned into a marketplace. They 

tell Him it took forty-six years to build the Temple. But Jesus was referring 

to the Temple of his body. Nevertheless, many believed in Him because of 

the miraculous signs He was doing, more signs than John records at this 

point in the Gospel, likely because Jesus was doing such signs every day and 

in every place He went. 

 

But not everyone was happy with Jesus. He offended many. Has He 

offended you lately? Last week He called you to Pick up your cross daily 

and follow Him. Was that offensive? It is the strongest of calls to 

commitment. Is it not? 

 

And if He “cleansing the Temple” was not offensive to you, how about John 

6? Remember that chapter starts out with Jesus feeding 5,000 men, which is 

likely at least 20,000 people. He does so miraculously, and there are twelve 

baskets of leftovers after the people are fully fed. They begin to want Him to 

be King, because they will never go hungry and always have a nice meal 

when He is around. At least, that’s what they figure. Jesus figures that He 

will teach them that they should not work for food that perishes, but for the 

food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you (John 

6:27). He presents Himself as the Bread of Life. Whoever comes to Jesus 

will not go hungry and whoever believes in him will never be thirsty. (6:35) 

 

These are metaphors, just as He told Nicodemus in John 3 that he must be 

born again. Now that doesn’t mean Nicodemus crawls back into his 

mother’s body. It means he needs a completely new life, identity, and 

relationship with God. It is messy, like births are. And John 4 Jesus gives the 

Living Water, which again is a metaphor for the quenching of a spiritual 

thirst that can only be quenched in the Holy Spirit by Jesus through the 

power and will of the Father. In John 10:7, 9 Jesus is the Gate for the sheep. 

This does not mean he is made of metal or twine or wood. It means He is the 

entryway for salvation from sin, and relation with God. 

 

So in John, chapter 6 where He makes clear He is the bread that came down 

from heaven. He doesn’t mean He is made of manna, which is that sweet, 

nut like cracker or bread that the Israelites found in the desert during the 

forty years. (Exodus 16) It means He is the only true satisfaction for your 

spiritual hunger. 
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The people in John 6 become extra rebellious to his continuing teaching 

about who He is. “Is this not Jesus, son of Joseph, whose father and mother 

we know? How can he now say, “I came down from heaven.” (6:42) He 

continues to assert He is the bread of life, the living bread that came down 

from heaven. (6:48, 51) And now He begins to tell them, and us, that they 

have a choice. They need to eat this bread. It is a personal choice. No one 

can force them or us to make that choice. No one can order them to do it.  

 

This bread is his flesh. Remember Jesus is staying on His focused mission. 

That mission leads to the Cross. At the cross, He willingly offers his body 

and his blood for us to have relationship with Him, with the Father and the 

Spirit. The only thing the people near Him at the time hear is some kind of 

cannibalism.  

 

Jesus is not suggesting cannibalism, any more than He is suggesting He is 

metal or wood as the Gate, or that Nicodemus should crawl back into his 

mother’s body for rebirth. He is challenging the people to accept Him, His 

sacrifice, His body and blood, as the only true satisfaction of spiritual hunger 

and thirst. Do you have such a hunger and thirst? Do you want Jesus to 

satisfy that hunger and that thirst right now? As we come to the Table, there 

is no cannibalism. There is only the beauty of Jesus giving His life for you to 

tell you how much He loves you. Will you receive it anew today? Tell Him 

so. Give yourself to Him. Take the elements and imagine the place at the 

foot of the cross where Jesus literally gave His body and blood for you, His 

life and His very self are yours, now because of His timely sacrifice for your 

sins and rebellion against God. To accept Him is to accept His body and 

blood. Indeed the Church is His body; we are the extension of His life and 

mission in the world right now. 

 

But many only heard cannibalism, literal skin and muscle and blood. They 

said, “That’s enough of this.” I give up. John 6:60 tells us many of the crowd 

found the teaching to be too hard for them. They asked themselves and 

others, “Who can accept such a teaching?” And many of His disciples turned 

back and no longer followed Him. (6:66) 

 

How about you? Do you want to quit this Jesus following? Does He offend 

you? What do you do when you are offended? You can quit. People did quit 

then, the Scripture records it, even after seeing many miracles. There is no 

question Jesus performed miracles and spoke truth from the Scriptures and 

from His life. You have a choice. If you are not sure you want to commit 
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yourself fully to Jesus, don’t take the bread and the wine, because you will 

be drinking judgment on yourself. If you want His mercy, even if you don’t 

understand it all, come to Him and receive from Him. 

 

There is that tender moment with Jesus where He sees many from the crowd 

who previously believed in Him turning away and going home, and He asks 

the twelve: Do you also want to leave? And Peter says, “Where else can we 

go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are 

the Holy One of God.” (6:68-69) 

 

I often turn to this Scripture. I often want to give up. Things seem so hard, 

and often unfair. Jesus is your refuge when you turn to Him in the most 

difficult times. Seek his protection and care, His life in your life. That is the 

best. When you come to the Table, remember to tell Him why you are still 

following Him after so long. Remember to thank Him for what He is doing 

now in your life. 

 

As you sense any offense or any blessing, give yourself back to Him, even 

as Peter said, “Where else can I go? You have the words of eternal life…” 

And listen for what He says to you. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
 


